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gislative day, JANUARY 10), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


rom the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To aecompany 8. 1697] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1697) for the relief of Sister Maria Gasparetz, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILI 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Sister Maria Gasparetz. ‘The bill provides for 
an appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of the required 
visa fee and head tax. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 46-vear-old native and citizen of 
Hungary who last entered the United States as a visitor on September 
19, 1950. She is a Roman Catholic nun in the order of the Oblate 
Sisters of St. Francis de Sales, and is presently attending Catholic 
University in Washington, D. C 

A letter dated December 26, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

DECEMBER 26, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary 
l 'nited States Se nale, Washington, D. ( 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1697) for the relief of Sister Maria 
Gasparetz, an alien. 

The bill would provide that Sister Maria Gasparetz shall be considered to 
have been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as 
of the date of its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fee and head tax 
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It would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the proper quota-control 
officer to deduct one number from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the alien, a citizen of Hungary and a Roman Catholic nun in the 
order of the Oblate Sisters of St. Francis de Sales, was born in Budapest, Hungary, 
on May 29, 1905. She last arrivea in the United States by plane at the port of 
New York, on September 19, 1950, when she was admitted as a temporary visitor 
under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 1924 for a period ending December 
14, 1950. She attended the Americanization School in Washington, D. C., from 
December, 1950, to January, 1951, and Catholic University in that city, from 
September, 1950, until the present time. 

The files further reflect that after attending various colleges in Europe, the 
alien entered the convent and took her final vows in the order on September 23, 
1935. As a novitiate of her order she performed social work in Perugia, Italy. 
From 1933 until 1935, she taught in a kindergarten in Austria, and from 1935 
until May 4, 1950, she taught languages, mathematics, and music in Switzerland. 
On May 4, 1950, she left Switzerland for Troyes, France, where she remained 
until May 19, 1950, when she accompanied the mother general of the order on a 
trip to Guayaquil, Ecuador. They returned to France via the United States, 
arriving in Paris, France, on July 22, 1950. The alien stated that her mother 
died in Hungary in 1918 and her father in 1919, also in Hungary. She has no 
relatives in her native country. She further stated that her superior desires to 
have her remain in this country permanently to start a convent in Childs, Md. 

Since the quota of Hungary, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed 
a quota immigration visa is not readily obtainable. Section 4 (da) of the Immigra- 
tion Act of 1924, which provides nonquota status for an immigrant who con- 
tinuously for at least 2 vears immediately preceding the time of his application 
for admission to the United States has been and who seeks to enter the United 
States solely for the purpose of carrying on the vocation of minister of any religious 
denemination, does not include nuns. In the absence of special legislation, Sister 
Maria Gasparetz will be unable to adjust her immigration status to that of per- 
manent residence. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning Which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy. Attorney General. 


The following information has been submitted to the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary by the Very Rev. William D. Buckley, the 
provincial superior of the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales, in connection 
with the bill: 

OBLATES OF St. FRANCIS DE SALEs, 
Wilmington, Del., December 22, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern 

Maria Gasparetz (known as Sister Therese-Elizabeth) is a native of Hungary. 
Moreover, she is a professed member of the Roman Catholic religious order called 
the Oblate Sisters of St. Francis de Sales. 

This sister is one of five members of her order sent to the United States from 
Europe at the request of the undersigned, the provincial superior of the American 
province of the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales. The purpose of her coming to 
this country is to assist in the educational work of this order in Catholie schools. 

For more than a year, this sister has been studying at the Catholic University 
of America, Washington, D. C., in order to prepare her more completely to teach 
music and languages in American Catholic schools. 

Due to the present state of her native country, it was impossible to obtain for 
her a permanent visa at the time of her entrance into this country. 

It is respectfully requested that permission to remain in the United States be 
granted to Sister Therese-Elizabeth. Her knowledge of French, German, and 
Italian and her superior ability as a musician would enable her to render impor- 
tant service in the Catholic schools conducted by her order. On the other hand, 
her departure from this country would be a great loss to the order and a serious 
handicap to its work for education. 
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The undersigned knows Sister Therese-Elizabeth well. He is in a position to 
state that she is devoted to American ideals of democracy. Moreover, as president 
of the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales, Inc., a corporation of the State of Delaware, 
he guarantees that she will never become a public charge. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Very Rev.) Wiutram D. BuckKLey, 
Prov inc alS dpe or, 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1697) should be enacted. 





